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Principal’s Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to Term 2 

Term 1 went past very quickly and before we 
know it will be near the end of this term. 

Next week Years 3 and 5 will be completing their NAPLAN assessments in their classrooms. While there 
can be a lot of attention placed on NAPLAN in the media, please reassure your child that this is just a 
‘snap shot’ of their learning and that learning and their achievements are more than just a test.  It is also 
worth remembering that the NAPLAN outcomes are given back to the school and parents after a long 
period of time and that students have covered a lot of learning between sitting NAPLAN and receiving their 
results.  

A huge congratulations to all the students that have made PSSA zone representative teams (Lucas, 
Hayden, Violet, Erin, Aiden, Luke, Ella, Jorja, Charlotte, Piper and Logan), Sydney West representative 
teams (Layla) and NSW State swimming (Alyssa). The competition to secure a place in these teams and 
races was very fierce and all the students should be extremely proud of themselves. Well done! 

Another huge congratulation goes to all the students who are representing our school at the zone cross 
country next Friday. I know that they will represent our school with pride and I am very impressed with 
their efforts. 

The staff and students are still very excited that our wonderful school made not only the Gazette, but also 
Chanel 9 news, 2GB, a letter from Trish Doyle and a press release statement from the State Minister for 
Education about our International Space Station contact. A big thank you goes to Mrs B for organising this 
event. It was 2 years in the making and Mrs B’s passion for space and science is a huge asset to our 
students. The message given by Astronaut Victor Glover about resilience and not giving up when things 
don’t go your way is a powerful message that is supported by Winmalee Public School. 

We are in the process of streamlining the way the school uses the many ways we communicate 
information with the community. Events that are occurring at school and don’t require a signed permission 
note and/or payment will be sent out through the Parent Portal App and through Class Dojo. Excursions 
and events requiring a signed permission note will have a paper copy note sent home with students and 
also uploaded on the Parent Portal App. Long term permission notes will be uploaded on the school 
website and Facebook will be used for celebrations. The school electronic sign will be used to remind the 
community of upcoming events. Please make sure you are connected to the Parent Portal App and Class 
Dojo so that information can be shared and received.  If you have any questions about school events, 
please contact the office or your child’s teacher so that correct information can be given. 
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Mrs Smith (Kindergarten) was successful in her application for a school sustainability grant. The money 
from this grant will be used to plant a bush tucker garden, re mulch the garden beds, and add more plants 
to our school. We will be receiving a big delivery of mulch for our gardens soon. If you are able to assist in 
moving the mulch to garden beds (a small bobcat would be great) please contact the school.  

The school has been investigating ways that students can have lunch orders at the school. We will be 
using a company called My School Lunch Box which is a local business in the Blue Mountains. Lunch 
orders can be made on Wednesdays and Friday each week using the website link 
https://myschoollunchbox.com.au/ You will need to select the day and school when making an 

order. Please also state what class your child/ren are in as well. This is just a service for the community 
and is there for those who wish to use it. The school does not receive any incentives from the company 
and will not handle any money for lunch orders. All orders will need to be made through the website and 
paid using the instructions on the website. Your child will be called to the office to collect their lunch order 
on the day it is ordered. 
 

Thank you 
Kate Ford 
 

https://myschoollunchbox.com.au/
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PBL 
 

Have you heard your children mention ‘PBL Awards’ or PBL Expectations’? Have you found yourself 
wondering just what PBL is? 
 

PBL stands for Positive Behaviour for Learning. It is a whole school educational process that helps to 
promote a positive, safe and supportive learning culture. 
 

Each fortnight, a focus PBL expectation is introduced and taught in all the classrooms. This expectation is 
reinforced over the following weeks during morning lines, in the playground and in assemblies. Children are 
rewarded for following these expectations through ‘Caught You Being Good’ tickets, PBL assembly awards 
and ‘Winnie Postcards’.  
 
You may also be wondering who, or what, is ‘Winnie’. 
 

‘Winnie Wombat’ is our school PBL mascot. He is a happy fellow (actually a large plush toy) who enjoys 
spending time with the Safe, Respectful Learners our school. Often he will visit a classroom for a number of 
days to ‘watch and help’ the children with their work. Everybody loves it when Winnie comes to stay! 
 

PBL is most successful when it’s supported by everyone.  
The focus expectations for this term are listed below, if you would like to reinforce these discussions at 
home. 
 

 

                  Term Two Expectations – 2021 

We are making good choices when we: 

Weeks 1 & 2:  Listen to be respectful. 

Weeks 3 & 4:  Listen to be safe. 

Weeks 5 & 6:  Listen to be a learner. 

Weeks 7 & 8:  Following instructions. 

Weeks 9 & 10:  Do your personal best. 
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 Attendance on the Sentral Parent Portal 

 

 Education for your child is important and regular attendance at school is essential for your child to achieve 
their educational best and increase their career and life options. NSW public schools work in partnership 
with parents to encourage and support regular attendance of children. When your child attends school every 
day, learning becomes easier and your child will build and maintain friendships with other children.  
 
You have access to monitoring your child/children's attendance at school, and a simple way to respond to 
absences through the Sentral Parent Portal.  
 
Parents are required to explain absences within a seven day period. This can be done easily via the 
Parent Portal or through a letter or email sent to school.  
The NSW Education Act requires all absences that have not been explained within seven calendar days to 
be permanently recorded as ‘unjustified’.  
There are a limited number of reasons which justify an absence from school. In some circumstances, even 
though a reason has been provided, the absence will still be recorded as ‘unjustified’ because the reason 
does not count as a valid reason as per the Department of Education policy.  
 
Accessing absences in the Parent Portal  

View Attendance Record  
You are able to view your child’s attendance record. Attendance can be viewed by clicking on your child’s 
profile and then selecting the ‘Attendance’ tab.  
A further breakdown of attendance can be viewed by selecting ‘View attendance summary’ link you will be 
able to view a complete summary of your child’s attendance for the year. 
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Notify of Student Absences  
 
Parents are able to explain absences via the parent portal. To explain an absence, select the absences tab 
from the portal menu. Please note that all absence reasons need to be verified by the classroom teacher in-
line with the DoE attendance policy and procedures. Explanations that may be unjustified include: slept in, 
running late, child’s birthday.  
These images show the web based portal and accessing absences on the Parent Portal App. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you need any assistance with absences, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 
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HELP TURN THE TIDE ON CHILDHOOD 
BRAIN CANCER 

Winmalee Public School SRC are supporting The Kids’ Cancer Project and raising funds for Childhood 

Brain Cancer. 

 

When:      Friday 21st May  

What Do You Need To Do: Dress up like a pirate and bring in a gold coin for kids' brain cancer 

research.  
 

Do I have to Dress Up: No. You are welcome to wear school uniform or mufti and still 

donate. 

 

Funds donated to Pirate Day are allocated to childhood brain cancer research through The Kids' Cancer 

Project. 
 

 

About Pirate Day 

Pirate Day is an annual national day of dressing up to raise awareness and much-needed funds for 

childhood brain cancer. 

Where do the funds go? 

Funds raised through 2021 Pirate Day will be directed specifically to Dr Raelene Endersby's scientific 

investigation into immunotherapy for children with brain cancer. 
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