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Term 1 Week 3 Friday, 14th February 2020 
 
 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to the 2020 school year! 
 
All the students have settled in really well into their classes, and I am very pleased to announce that we 
will be having an extra class this year. For the 2020 school year Winmalee Public School will have 15 
classes, which is fantastic.  
 
A big welcome to our 2020 Kindergarten students and their families. They have settled in very well and 
this week they joined us for morning assemblies and joined their buddies in the playground. I am sure they 
love going home and sharing their day with their family members. 
 
At the end of the 2019 school year a decision was made to not have a school canteen for this year. 
Unfortunately the 2019 canteen did not make enough money to make it financially viable to run it. The 
school is currently looking into other options for students so that they can have a special lunch order at 
least once per week.  
 
Last Friday was the school swimming carnival. A lot of thought and consideration went into the decision to 
go ahead with the carnival on the day. Even though it was a very wet and rainy day all the student who 
attended were fantastic. All students displayed great sportsmanship and a big congratulations to the 
students who will be representing the school at the zone swimming carnival. Thank you to Miss Mathews 
for organising the event and all the parent helpers who made the running of the carnival a success. 
 
There will be a few excursions running this year and it is extremely important that all excursions be paid by 
the cut-off date. Reminders about excursions happen at school both in class and at assemblies, and 
through the SENTRAL parent portal app. A lot of planning goes into excursions and the cut-off date gives 
the school the final numbers of students attending. The school cannot accept payments for excursions 
after the cut-off dates. 
 
Meet the teacher night will be held on Tuesday 25th of February from 2:00pm-6:00pm. Interview times will 
be made available through the SENTRAL parent portal app on Monday 17th February.

Principal: Kate Ford 
Assistant Principal K-2: Kim Curran  
Assistant Principal Stage 2: Jenine Smith 
Assistant Principal Stage 3: Christopher Pyne 
School Administrative Manager: Kim Berry 
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There have been a number of students who have been arriving to school well before the time teacher 
supervision begins at 8:25am. This is of great concern to myself and the staff. Families need to make 
arrangements for their children in the morning to ensure that they are supervised in the mornings and 
arrive to school no earlier than 8:25am. If students do arrive to school prior to teacher supervision then 
parents will be contacted.  
 
2020 is going to be another fantastic year at Winmalee Public School and I am looking forward to seeing 
our students make great achievements both inside and outside of the classroom. 
 
 
 
Thank you 
Kate Ford 
 
 
 
 
New Look School House Note 
 
 
We have upgraded our School House Note. It is now called The Bulletin Board. These notes come out in 
between newsletters if there is information that our families need to be updated about.  
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Parent Portal Update 
 
Notes were sent home this week to families who have not connected to the Parent Portal. If you did not 
receive your note please contact the school and a note will be sent home with the student. The note 
contains the code needed to access information for your child. Please do not share that code with others. 
Codes are unique for each family.  
 
If you have already connected last year to the App but finding it is not connecting at the moment. Log out of 
the App and log back in again. There have been updates to the App over the holidays. 
 
The Parent Portal allows you to: 

• Access any notices or information that the school would like you to know through the Home Feed. 
• See any upcoming events that are on the school calendar through the links module. 
• See your child's attendance and send absence explanations. 
• Have access to our School Newsletters. 
• Book in Parent Teacher Interviews. 
• In School Resources you find any notes or documents that are relevant to Parents. 
• Be informed of any last minute changes to planned activities. 
• Our teachers are also able to send reminders to our extra-curricular groups e.g Choral Choir 

 
Should you experience difficulties please do not hesitate to contact the school for assistance. 
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P&C Update 
 
Welcome to 2020!!! 
 
Welcome to the new families of Winmalee Public School and welcome back to 

the existing families. I hope that you have had a wonderful start to your school year even with all 
this crazy weather.  
 
P&C have hit the ground running and have started planning for the year to come. Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day, athletics carnival and our most recent addition “Welcome to Winmalee”. You may 
remember last year’s event Matt Falloon with his amazing Balloon, this year our Welcome to 
Winmalee event will be a family bingo after/evening. It will in March on Saturday the 21st.  We will 
be sending out a flyer early next week with all the details. We are however, looking for sponsors of 
the event so if you have any type of business whether it be accounting, surveying, landscaping or 
hairdressing, please consider sponsoring or donating prizes so we can make it a huge success.  
 
As part of our regular P&C operations we must get our books audited each year. I would like to 
thank and welcome KLC Accounting of Springwood. Kylie and her team are donating their services 
to us for this year which is a huge help especially with our integration to a new computer system in 
the Uniform Shop. 
 
Lastly, Tuesday February 25th will be our AGM followed by a regular meeting.   This is the time that 
we nominate our executive team and this year, there are a few positions that are not being 
renominated for. Our team consists of the following: President, Vice President x2, Secretary, 
Treasurer. Without this team or membership, we won’t have a P&C; there won’t be events like our 
Mother’s Day or Father’s Day stalls or the breakfasts. We don’t ask for more than you can give but 
with minimal volunteers it really does put pressure on those that do.  
Membership is $1 – yes that’s right $1!!!! Less than a cup of or coffee or a cuppa chup. Don’t have 
time to come to any meetings? There’s still a way to be part of the action. Become a member and 
we will email you our minutes AND you get to be part of the WPS P&C FB group where we discuss 
issues that come up at meetings. Please consider volunteering even just 1Hr of your time to help 
our kids. 
 
Have a great few weeks and we will see you back here soon. 
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Uniform Shop 
 
What a busy 3 weeks we have had. We have started using our 
new computer system and we thank you for your patience as we 
learn what to do and get a handle on things. With the closing of 
Principal School Wear, it has been a learning curve for us in terms 
of how many uniforms we need to keep stock of.  
 
At present we are waiting on a new shipment of Polo shirts, but 
they should be arriving in the next week. Our jackets have finally 
arrived after an extremely long delay from our supplier. Who would 
have thought that royal blue polar fleece would take so long to 
obtain??  
 
Bucket Hats are on backorder with the supplier and won’t be 
arriving until late March. 

 
Second-hand items have been arriving quite regularly since the beginning of the year. We have many boys’ 
shorts and pants as well as jackets. All these items are $2.  
 
Please remember that if you can’t make our opening times send an order (with payment) with your child and 
we will fill it in asap.  
 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://media.istockphoto.com/vectors/three-kids-in-school-uniform-going-to-school-vector-id521814034&imgrefurl=https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/three-kids-in-school-uniform-going-to-school-gm521814034-91478185&docid=Ew4OoapzlTQj6M&tbnid=jEVP8GEykQAyhM:&vet=12ahUKEwjIkO7wu6PhAhXMfysKHWRWA9I4rAIQMyggMCB6BAgBECI..i&w=1024&h=1024&hl=en&safe=strict&bih=955&biw=1920&q=school%20uniforms&ved=2ahUKEwjIkO7wu6PhAhXMfysKHWRWA9I4rAIQMyggMCB6BAgBECI&iact=mrc&uact=8
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